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№ RwB.15022016-3 
February 16, 2016 г. 

To: Liu Liange 
President; 

China EXIM Bank 
 
Dear Mr.Liu: 
 
We are addressing You as participants of public hearings on ESIA for "Shuren HPP" 
Project taking into account other hydropower projects planned in Selenge the River 
Basin. The hearings were undertaken on the initiative of local citizens in Kabansk 
administrative districts of Buryatia Republic (Russian Federation) where planned 
hydropower projects may have negative impact on environment and socio-economic 
situation. 
 
Russian Lake Baikal is the largest and deepest freshwater lake on Earth enlisted as 
World Heritage Site which is now suffering from impacts of climate change and is under 
threat of further impacts from three reservoirs planned in Mongolia (IUCN, 20151). 
 
The World Heritage Committee Session in Bonn on July 1, 20152 set forth requirements 
for impact assessment of Egiin Gol Hydro, Shuren Hydro and other dams, as well as a 
basin wide bilateral strategic environmental assessment (SEA). The World Heritage 
Committee requested that Mongolia should not approve any of the dam projects until 
the individual dam EIAs and assessment of cumulative impacts have been completed 
and reviewed by the World Heritage Center and IUCN. 

 
The largest hydropower dam planned in Selenge Basin in Mongolia: Egiin Gol HPP 

should be built in 2015-20 according to the "Energy Policy of Mongolia till 2030". It will 
be the first large reservoir causing impacts in Selenge River Basin, as well as the source 
of "maneuvering capacity" for energy system of Mongolia. 

 
On November 11 2015 Mongolia and China issued a joint statement that calls for 

development of large energy projects including three major coal industry complexes  
and large hydropower3. Mongolia also secured a 1 billion USD loan from China EximBank 

1 http://www.iucn.org/?uNewsID=21573   
2 http://whc.unesco.org/en/sessions/39COM/documents/ 
3 http://www.guancha.cn/Neighbors/2015_11_12_340977_s.shtml 
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which it will use for  construction of  Egin Gol Hydro4 , preparation for which has been 
started by Gezhouba Int. Co.56.  
Cooperation with Mongolia is labeled by China as part of its "Silk Belt" development 
initiative, which is very strange, because key policy document on the initiative clearly 
states that conservation of biodiversity and cooperation on preservation of World 
Heritage are key priorities7.  
 
We want to draw Your attention to the fact that Mongolia and China have not fulfill 
request of the 39th Session of WHC, which prescribed to undertake impact assessment 
of hydropower dam planned in Selenge River basin BEFORE any approval and 
construction  of Egiin Gol Hydro or other hydropower projects. This may lead to a 
violation of respective articles of the Ramsar and World Heritage conventions by both 
Mongolia and China. Parties to these conventions have to avoid causing harm to natural 
sites protected by conventions in other countries (e.g. Lake Baikal and Selenge River 
delta). Conducting of environmental impact assessments is an important first step in 
efforts to prevent such harm. 
 
Therefore, we ask You  to undertake necessary measures to ensure, that financing and 
construction of Egiin Gol Hydropower Plant does not start before the Government of 
Mongolia fulfills the following requirements set forth in the Decision of the World 
Heritage Committee:  
 

-to ensure that the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) developed for the Egiin Gol 
Project includes assessment of potential impacts not only on the hydrology but also 
on the ecological processes and biodiversity of the property, and specifically on its 
OUV, and to provide the full EIA report to the World Heritage Center; 

- to develop an assessment of cumulative impacts of any planned dams and reservoirs in 
the Selenge river basin may have an impact on the OUV and integrity of the 
property and to provide this assessment to the World Heritage Center; 

- not to approve any of the projects until the above mentioned EIAs and assessment of 
cumulative impacts have been reviewed by the World Heritage Center and IUCN;8 

 
 We also believe it is necessary that Mongolia makes full ESIA results for "Egiin Gol 

HPP" publicly available for examination by international community.  Without these 
data it is impossible for us to evaluate  risks for our households and environment in 
which we live, and we also cannot estimate impact from other dams in Selenge river 
basin in absence of this ESIA document. We ask you as representatives of investors, 

4 http://www.mfa.gov.mn/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3868%3Amongolia-and-china-
sign-cooperation-documents&catid=43%3A2009-12-20-21-55-03&Itemid=62&lang=en 
5 https://twitter.com/michaelkohnSF/status/653567420498444288 
6 http://www.eghpp.mn/en/  
7 http://en.ndrc.gov.cn/newsrelease/201503/t20150330_669367.html 
 
8 http://whc.unesco.org/en/decisions/6279 
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financing party and owners of construction  company for Egiin Gol Hydropower Plant to 
facilitate disclosure of this essential information to all potentially affected groups of 
population. 

 
We hope for constructive cooperation with China's agencies and companies in the 

common task of preserving World Heritage and promoting sustainable development. 
 
Sincerely,  
Participants of public hearings in Kabansk District of Buryatia Republic, Russian 
Federation. 
 

Original in Russian  signed by A.G.Shaidurov, Interim Head of Municipal 
Administration, Kabansk District. 

Translation provided by Rivers without Boundaries International Coalition on request 
from the participants of public hearings in Kabansk District. 

 
Please respond to this appeal to the following addresses: 
Postal: Russia, 660017,Krasnoyarsk, Post box 6066 ( Alexander Kolotov )  and 
E-mail: kolotov@plotina.net and econom_otdel@kabansk.org 
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